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From MENA to the WORLD

The legal system of the Kingdom of Bahrain has a rich and complex history, reflecting the nation's
commitment to justice and progress. From its origins rooted in tribal laws and customs to its
embrace of Islamic law and the influence of foreign legal systems, Bahrain's legal framework has
undergone significant transformations.  

Similar to many Middle Eastern societies, Bahrain's legal system was initially governed by tribal laws
and customs during the pre-Islamic period. However, with the advent of Islam, the legal landscape
evolved to incorporate Islamic law, also known as sharia. This integration of religious principles has
played a central role in shaping the legal foundations of Bahrain. 

Bahrain's legal system has also been influenced by foreign legal systems, most notably those of
Egypt and France. These influences have brought diverse perspectives, enriching Bahrain's legal
framework with international best practices and legal principles that align with its societal context. 

Recognizing the importance of modernization, Bahrain has undertaken significant efforts to reform
its legal system. These endeavours aim to promote economic development while safeguarding the

https://legalcommunitymena.com/category/background/
https://legalcommunitymena.com/category/countries/other/
https://legalcommunitymena.com/tag/bahrain/
https://legalcommunitymena.com/tag/cn2/
https://legalcommunitymena.com/tag/from-mena-to-the-world/
https://legalcommunitymena.com/tag/legal-history/
https://legalcommunitymena.com/?s=From+MENA+to+the+WORLD


rights of its citizens. Notably, the issuance of the Basic Law of Governance in 1992 marked a
significant milestone, establishing a formal legal system that outlines the powers and responsibilities
of the government and the rights and duties of its citizens. 

Bahrain's legal system consists of a network of courts that handle a wide range of civil, criminal, and
commercial cases. At the apex of this system lies the Supreme Court, responsible for interpreting
and enforcing the nation's laws. Supporting the court system are specialized legal bodies, including
the Public Prosecution and the Ministry of Justice, which play pivotal roles in upholding the rule of
law and ensuring justice is served. 

A significant development in Bahrain's legal evolution was the establishment of the Saudi Arabian
Judicial Training Institute in 2001. This institute has played a crucial role in enhancing the
professionalism and competency of judges and legal professionals. Through comprehensive training
programs, it has contributed to a more skilled judiciary, ensuring the fair and effective administration
of justice. 

Bahrain has demonstrated its commitment to aligning its legal system with international standards.
In 2005, the country adopted a new criminal justice system that adheres to internationally
recognized principles, ensuring the protection of defendants' rights. Furthermore, the introduction of
a new labour code in 2009 aimed to safeguard the rights of workers, fostering fair and equitable
treatment within the Kingdom. 

In 2017, Bahrain introduced significant changes to its legal system, including the establishment of
specialized commercial courts. These courts focus specifically on resolving business disputes,
providing a specialized approach to handling complex commercial matters. Moreover, the creation
of a new arbitration center has facilitated efficient dispute resolution, further enhancing Bahrain's
reputation as an attractive jurisdiction for businesses. 

Bahrain's legal system has witnessed remarkable progress over the years. Through its continued
efforts to enhance professionalism, transparency, and accessibility, Bahrain has not only contributed
to the administration of justice but has also propelled economic growth and social advancement
within the Kingdom. 

As Bahrain moves forward on its path of legal reform, guided by its rich history and a commitment to
justice, the nation stands poised to further develop its legal system, embracing new advancements
and ensuring a fair and inclusive society for all its citizens. 
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